
This stylish ebike conquers London's traffic and has great
anti-theft features

An electric bike with great urban performance and security features that make

insurance cheaper

(Image credit: Volt)

Think of London and you naturally think of a land of opportunity, �lled with welcoming people, where

everything is affordable. As if to reinforce that idea, the Volt London ebike, from Volt ebikes of

London Bridge, gives you practically everything you could want from an electric bike. it doesn't look

stupid, it rides like a dream, it has a handy luggage rack and phat tyres and gives out an overall vibe of

being stylish, at least by ebike standards, and practical. Also, although crime is essentially non-

existent in London, it has some integrated locking features that make it easier to insure and at least

slightly harder to steal.  

There's no doubt this is one of the best electric bikes I've ridden and it's also perfect for the city it's

named after. It's probably perfect for any UK city but realistically, I don't think anyone outside of
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London will buy it, because it is called 'London'. Perhaps Volt could just rebrand it for Birmingham,

Manchester, Edinburgh and all the rest of Britain's lesser cities, so they'll have one less thing to moan

about.

The integrated lock on the Volt London is key operated and rather brutal

(Image credit: Duncan Bell)

I recently wrote about the BirdBike, which is a competitor to the VanMoof S3 and Cowboy 4 and

various other urban ebikes. Also the soon-to-arrive, upgraded VanMoof S5. However, where all those

bikes are rather self-consciously 'futuristic' in design and have a very hipster kind of urban feel, Volt's

new ebike just looks pretty much like a bicycle and has a more practical air to it. 

That's partly thanks to a built in rear lock that operates not via a smartphone app like its rivals, but by

means of what forward-looking tech fans are calling a 'key'. There's also a small fob on the same

keyring that must be used to disable the immobiliser built into the Volt London's electric drive system

before it can be ridden anywhere.
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The lock is made by Abus, which is an excellent brand, and sits above the back wheel. When the key is

in place, it can be pushed through the spokes of the wheels to render the bike unrideable. Unlock it

and it pings back like a scorpion on the attack though, so mind your �ngers. The same mechanism also

allows you to plug in a chain – also provided with the bike, so you can lock it to something. Most of

these integrated locking systems on ebikes tend to just immobilise – this is the �rst one I've used that

also lets you lock it to something. 

I would de�nitely use it with a U-Lock as well, personally, but an interesting thing here is that insurers

consider this locking system enough of a deterrent to cover you if it's stolen. Speci�cally, Volt has

con�rmed this with bike-specialist Pedal Sure, who also offer 30 days of free insurance as an

introductory offer. Hopefully you won’t need it quite so soon.

Having used it, I can de�nitely say it's visually a good deterrent, which is all you need when dealing

with all but the most determined and well-equipped thieves. Sure, it probably won't stand up to an

angle grinder for long, but if it's nicked, at least you know you did enough to protect it to ensure that

your insurers will cough up (eventually). 

The electronic immobiliser is a very useful addition here. Hilariously, Volt says that thieves have

brought London bikes back to their shop complaining that they are 'broken' because they can't get the

motor to start. The clots! Needless to say, this sets up a visit from the local constabulary, and the bike

goes back to its rightful owner.
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The sturdy front-mounted luggage frame means you can easily transport craft beer, ironic hats, drill mixtapes and all the other

paraphernalia of inner London life
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None of this would matter much if the Volt London wasn't worth stealing in the �rst place. However, I

can say with some certainty that this should be one of the most sought-after ebikes in town. It rides

very well, has enough power to deal with all the 'hills' in London (nb: there are no real hills in London,

except Highgate) and is beautifully simple, thanks to the absence of any gears. 

I'll have a full review soon, but Volt London is certainly among the top 10% of ebikes I've ridden in

actual London. It's easy to love but hard to steal. What more could you want? 

VOLT LONDON: PRICE AND AVAILABILITY

Volt London: the perfect London ebike

(Image credit: Volt)
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Duncan Bell

Duncan is the former lifestyle editor of T3 and has been writing about tech for

almost 15 years. He has covered everything from smartphones to headphones, TV

to AC and air fryers to the movies of James Bond and obscure anime. His current

brief is everything to do with the home and kitchen, which is good because he is an

Volt London is available from Volt, in London, and also through its website. At £2,199 I'd say it's

extremely good value. Volt ebikes are designed and made in the UK and as far as I can tell, they are

not available anywhere else at present. However, if they were, that pricing would equate to US$2,700

and AU$3,900.

Buy Volt London for £2,199

Want to know more?

Should I buy an electric bike?

What to look for when buying an ebike
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excellent cook, if he says so himself. He also covers cycling and ebikes – like over-

using italics, this is another passion of his. In his long and varied lifestyle-tech

career he is one of the few people to have been a �tness editor despite being un�t

and a cars editor for not one but two websites, despite being unable to drive. He

also has about 400 vacuum cleaners, and is possibly the UK's leading expert on

cordless vacuum cleaners, despite being decidedly messy. A cricket fan for over 30

years, he also recently become T3's cricket editor, writing about how to stream

obscure T20 tournaments, and turning out some typically no-nonsense opinions

on the world's top teams and players.

Before T3, Duncan was a music and �lm reviewer, worked for a magazine about

gambling that employed a surprisingly large number of convicted criminals, and

then a magazine called Bizarre that was essentially like a cross between Reddit

and DeviantArt, before the invention of the internet. There was also a lengthy

period where he essentially wrote all of T3 magazine every month for about 3

years. 

A broadcaster, raconteur and public speaker, Duncan used to be on telly loads, but

an unfortunate incident put a stop to that, so he now largely contents himself with

telling people, "I used to be on the TV, you know."
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